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MASTER’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Centre for Alternative Technology (www.cat.org.uk) where 
we first had to ascend to the actual centre by a water  
powered funicular after which we were given a private  
conducted tour of the eco-centre before having the  
opportunity to explore the many working and   practical exhibits. This is clearly a centre that is looking 
at educating visitors on eco-friendly techniques as well as carrying out high level research into protecting 
the environment for the future. The centre offers qualification to MSc standard and a number of our 
group did wonder whether there would be an opportunity to create a future company award for one of 
the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Since my Installation as Master, it has been a very busy three months with many 
social events and in this issue of the WLB, I would like to share these events 
with all of you. 

 
NORTH WALES AWAY WEEKEND  
 
The first social event of the new Livery year, the Master’s North Wales Away 
Weekend took place from Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April 2023, based at the 
imposing Trefeddian Hotel (www.trefwales.com) Aberdyfi (Aberdovey) on the 
very southern flank of the Eryri (Snowdonia) National Park 

The event commenced with a charabanc trip to the Museum of Modern Art in 
Machynlleth where there was a reception and presentation of a Travel Award 
to Atish Bansod for his work on supporting Welsh agriculture, details of which  
 

can be found elsewhere in this edition of The Bulletin. The party then 
had the opportunity to enjoy the many and varied artefacts on display 
at the museum. Some of the displays were as magnificent as others 
were mystifying!! 

 

 

A very sunny 
Saturday morning 
saw the party 
transported to the  

http://www.cat.org.uk/
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After re-joining our coach we passed below the peak of Cader 
Idris before arriving at Towyn Quay, (Gwynedd) which is the 
terminus of the Talyllyn Narrow Gauge Railway  
(www.talyllyn.co.uk) 

 

 

We boarded the No7 “Tom Rolt” steam locomotive and travelled 
along the entire length of the line with a brief stop at Abergynolwyn 
to enjoy a delicious cream tea and scones. After returning to 
Towyn we took the opportunity to visit the unique National Narrow 
Gauge Railway Museum in which the study of the late Rev W 
Awdry has been reconstructed. The Rev Awdry was, of course, the 
creator of “Thomas the Tank” and was both a keen supporter and 
volunteer on the railway (as is our Master!). 
 
 

 

After the short return journey back to the hotel, our party 
was joined by some fellow Liveryman as well as some 
senior officials of the railway, who were personal friends of 
the Master. Everyone enjoyed a wine reception before a 
presentation of a railway sign was made to the Master. 
While the sign contained the word “Master” it actually said 
“Station Master” …. close enough! The dinner was an 
enjoyable, if rather a boisterous, affair which continued 
until well after dark. 
 
 

 

             

Sunday was cloudy but saw everyone join together for breakfast before departing back to the various parts 
of the Principality and even beyond. All agreed that it was an excellent venue, with enjoyable events and 
great fellowship and we were sorry when it ended. A great start to the new Livery year! 
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GARDEN PARTY – GLYNCORNEL CENTRE – 11 JUNE 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The significance of the occupant in 1910 will become evident in the lecture on 8th, November 2023 on 
the ‘Tonypandy Riots’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
. 
 

 

The Master hosted a Garden Party at Glyncornel Centre, Llwynypia, 
Tonypandy. The venue’s location showed the spatial awareness capabilities 
of many attendees.  The choice of venue had a special significance for John 
as he was born there when it was a maternity hospital; the building and 
grounds were created between 1903-09 to provide a home for the manager 
for the Cambrian Combine of Collieries, after the nationalisation of the coal 
industry it transferred firstly to the Health Board and then to the local authority 
to create an education centre. 
 
The significance of the occupant in 1910 will become evident in the lecture 
on 8th, November 2023 on the ‘Tonypandy Riots’. 
 

I much enjoyed sharing my interest in military 
history with the group and felt the trip, as did the one 
to North Wales achieve my aim in my year –  
 
‘My aim is for everyone to have fun and have smiles 
on their faces’.  
 
I had no input to the interviews and was heartened 
reading the narrative which meant I had achieved 
my aim on this event. 
 
Full narrative and interviews here  
260523-masters-weekend-normandy.pdf 
(liverycompanywales.cymru) 

MASTER’S AWAY WEEKEND TO NORMANDY 
 
My Master’s Away Weekend was an interesting and thought provoking trip to D Day Normandy. I was joined by 
20 fellow Liverymen. The trip started off in Caen, staying at the Best Western Plus Modern Hotel in the centre 
of Caen. This was  the base from which we visited the important sites and places of the Normandy Landings 
which took place from 6th June 1944 with our own personal guide – Major Jon Wort, TD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
                       

 

   

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/260523-masters-weekend-normandy.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/260523-masters-weekend-normandy.pdf
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We enjoyed an excellent 'spread' provided by the Cwtch Café in Tonypandy accompanied with wine 
supplied by the Master. A few drops of 'dŵr' did not deter the party from enjoying this secluded spot 
with its own arboretum. Everyone present enjoyed the fellowship and friendship which are key to a 
successful company. 
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More information 
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/070623-literacy-improvement-award-2022-23.pdf 
 

 
HAY FESTIVAL - JEREMY BOWEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Shannon Hawkins  Shawna John   Katryna Hitchen 

 

Past Master Kathy Seddon was delighted to catch up with our Outstanding 
Award Winner Jeremy Bowen at the Hay Festival June 29th where he was 
presenting his new book “The Making of the Modern Middle East” which is 
excellent. 
 

 

Jeremy recalled his pleasure at our Award and 
very kindly agreed to discuss with our recent 
Award Winner, Fergus Harris, on his award 
nominated work’ on Ukrainian refugees. 
Fergus is now in touch with Jeremy and 
appreciates the continued help from WLCoW 
 

 

LITERACY AWARD WINNERS 2022/23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master John Charles – Atish Bansod  
& Liveryman Sylvia Robert-Sargeant 

 

Atish Bansod was presented with a Travel Award at The Museum of 
Modern Art in Machynlleth for his work on supporting Welsh 
agriculture. 
 
More information  
020523-award-presentation-travel.pdf (liverycompanywales.cymru) 

AWARDS 
 
TRAVEL AWARD PRESENTATION AT MOMA 
 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/070623-literacy-improvement-award-2022-23.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/020523-award-presentation-travel.pdf
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TOYOTA APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITY ROYAL NAVAL UNIT AWARDS 17 JUNE 2023 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR MAJOR COMPANY AWARDS  
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Liverymen are invited to submit nominations in total confidence before the end of July 2023 to 
Immediate Past Master, Stuart Castledine, Chairman of CNG by email to 
stuart.castledine@liverycompanywales.cymru 

 

 

The Court Nominations Group (CNG) will shortly be enlisting the help of all 
Liverymen in identifying possible candidates for the two major Company 
Awards. These Awards recognise the achievements of two outstanding 
individuals.  
 
The Outstanding Achievement Award 
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/the-awards-scheme.html 
The Achievement Award 
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/the-awards-scheme.html 

 

  

 

As the Master was away at the National Livery Weekend 
in Glasgow, he was represented by Senior Warden 
Agnes Xavier- Phillips JP DL who presented the WLCoW 
Awards to four of the URNU Students at the Awards 
Ceremony. 
 
 
 

 

 

Master Major John Charles TD* DL presented 
the WLCoW  Awards to the Toyota Apprentices 
at a ceremony in Shotton, North Wales.  
 
 
   
 
 

mailto:stuart.castledine@liverycompanywales.cymru
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/the-awards-scheme.html
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/the-awards-scheme.html
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AWARDS WINNERS COMMUNITY – “WHATS”  APP GROUP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE PR COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS AWARDS 2023 ( IoD)  
 

 
 

LIVERYMAN CARYN L COX  

   
 

Our Award Winners have always been part of our Young Persons 
Community (YPC). Members of the YPC suggested that a WhatsApp 
Group might be useful to keep in touch with each other, share news 
on current activities and to offer help, support and advice. With Court’s 
approval, the name of YPC was changed to the Award Winners 
Community (AWC) and thirty enthusiastic responses saw the 
establishment of the online WhatsApp group with only a ‘light touch’ 
help from Past Master Dr Kathy Seddon and Henry Gilbert, Chair of 
Awards Committee. Members were asked to introduce themselves  

 

The PRC continues to hold bimonthly meetings via Zoom. The next meeting is scheduled 
to take place on Monday 3 July ‘23. 
 
It is reassuring that the Livery Social Media platforms and website continue to gain 
traction. The monthly performance stats for these sites are posted in the members 
password protected section of the website   
 
 https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/members2/login.php 
If you have not registered and obtained a password please contact the Assistant Clerk, 
Angela Parry at asstclerk@livery.cymru 

 
 

and share news about current activities. It is now hoped they will organise some future events for members 
and to be invited to all WLCoW events through the AWC. We will keep you updated on developments. 
 

Congratulations to Liveryman and PRC member Stephen 
Davies, CEO of Penderyn Distillery who was named International 
Director of the Year 2023 by IoD of Wales.  
 
More about the event here 
Institute of Directors Awards 2023 (liverycompanywales.cymru) 

 
 

Liveryman Caryn L Cox OStJ, Consultant in Health Protection has 
been appointed Chancellor for the Order of St John Priory for Wales. 
 
More information 
Caryn Cox- Chancellor for the Order of St. John the Priory for Wales 
(liverycompanywales.cymru) 
 

https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/members2/login.php
mailto:asstclerk@livery.cymru
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/120523-institute-of-directors-awards-2023.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/130623-caryn-cox.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/130623-caryn-cox.pdf
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THE ROYAL GARDEN PARTY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEBSITE 
 
Please visit our website to keep abreast of all the Company’s latest news, forthcoming events , Awards 
and any other information about the Company. https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/ 
 
 

    

       
   

The Company was very well represented 
when three of our Liveryman, IPM Stuart 
Castledine, SW and Chair of  PRC Agnes 
Xavier- Phillips JP DL and  
Liveryman Angharad Lloyd - Beynon  
were all invited in their own right to the King’s 
garden party on 9 May 2023. They were also 
very fortunate to be able to catch up with 
each other at such a big party. It was a 
splendid day for all of them. 
 
More about the party here:-  
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/down
loads/080623-royal-garden-party-at-
buckingham-palace.pdf 
 

 

 
Musically engaged Liveryman William Jones, Alto Sax player with 
the Chalfont Concert Wind Band embraces Diversity and brings 
Welsh talent Grace Williams’s classical music to a new audience 
and receives the President's Award for his contribution. 
 
More information  
Alternative Pathways for Welsh Talent spanning the generations 
(liverycompanywales.cymru) 

ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS FOR WELSH TALENT SPANNING THE GENERATIONS 

Chair of PR Committee 
Agnes Xavier - Phillips JP DL  
June 2023 
 

https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/080623-royal-garden-party-at-buckingham-palace.pdf
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/080623-royal-garden-party-at-buckingham-palace.pdf
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/080623-royal-garden-party-at-buckingham-palace.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/160623-alternative-pathways-for-welsh-talent-spanning-the-generations.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/160623-alternative-pathways-for-welsh-talent-spanning-the-generations.pdf
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On Monday 5th June, the Master joined the London Group for a visit to Eglwys Gymraeg Canol Llundain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

THE PLATINUMS’ AWAY WEEKEND IN CARDIFF 26TH – 28TH MAY 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 If you are a Liveryman and have some ideas for trips or visits around London, please do contact Steve 
(sahirichards@gmail.com) or Kim (kim.insley@ucl.ac.uk) the co-chairs of the London Group. We would 
be delighted to have ideas to enrich our group activities. 

This is a Baptist Church right at the centre of London, near 
Oxford Circus and has a rich heritage of Christian Worship 
and this was followed by a wonderful supper at Sergio’s 
Restaurant, a short walk from the Chapel. 
 
More information 
Microsoft Word - EGLWYS GYMRAEG CANOL 
LLUNDAIN - Report.docx (liverycompanywales.cymru) 

The Platinums Past Masters' Association, held their annual away 
weekend in Cardiff from 26th to 28th May 2023. The Chairman of 
the Group, Mary Hardy, Past Master World Trader, extended an 
invitation to the WLCoW to join them at the dinners held during the 
weekend.  
 
Our Master said the Grace in Welsh at the Banquet and gave a talk 
on “Cardiff”. 
 
Huge thanks to Immediate Past Master WLCoW, Stuart Castledine 
and Court Assistant Roger Harper MBE (Immediate Past Prime 
Warden of the Basketmakers) for organising an interesting and 
splendid programme of events for the weekend. 
 
More information here: 
 https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/020623-
platinum-away-cardiff.pdf 
 

 

 
LONDON GROUP REPORT 
 

EGLWYS GYMRAEG CANOL LLUNDAIN (THE WELSH CHURCH OF CENTRAL LONDON) 
 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/080623-eglwys-gymraeg-canol-llundai-report.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/080623-eglwys-gymraeg-canol-llundai-report.pdf
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/020623-platinum-away-cardiff.pdf
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/020623-platinum-away-cardiff.pdf
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ASSOCIATION WITH LONDON LIVERIES 
 

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF ARBITRATORS’ CHARTER BANQUET AT THE 
MANSION HOUSE ON 18th MAY 2023 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liverymen Rod McKerlich, Lawrence and Hazel Day, Anthony Ward, Court Assistant Stephen Davies 
and partners joined Senior Warden and Liveryman Arbitrator Agnes Xavier-Phillips JP DL at the 
Arbitrators‘ Charter  Banquet at the Mansion House. It was a truly excellent Banquet and made even 
more special with the attendance of the Right Honourable Lord Mayor Nicholas Lyons as well as Masters 
of other Livery Companies and distinguished guests. A fabulous evening, the speeches, food and choice 
of music was splendid! 

 
 

WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF SPECTACLE MAKERS - AWAY WEEKEND IN CARDIFF 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

Past Master Dr Kathy Seddon was 
delighted to accept an invitation from 
the Worshipful Company of 
Spectacle Makers to be their guest at 
the formal dinner at their Away 
weekend May 20-23 in Cardiff. An 
excellent event!! 
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More information 
Parish Clerks’ Annual Ascension Day Dinner (liverycompanywales.cymru) 
 
 
 

PEWTER LIVE 2023 
 
 
Past Master Dr Kathy Seddon, who is also a Pewterer, was delighted to be invited 
to attend “Pewter Live” at the Pewterers Hall in London in May 2023. 
The three-day event began with a reception attended by Nick Lyons – the Lord 
Mayor of the City of London 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PM Geoff Hughes and his wife Sue were invited by PM Arbitrator Sir Gary 
Hickinbottom and Lady Caroline to the Worshipful Company of Parish 
Clerks’ annual Ascension Day Dinner on May 18th. The Parish Clerks is 
one of the oldest London Guilds, having received its first Charter from 
Henry VI in 1442. The uplifting Service before the Dinner was held at St 
James Garlickhythe which is a Christopher Wren Church – also known as 
“The Wren Lantern” because of its many large clear windows which allow 
light to enter. 
 

The exhibits by Pewterers from all over the UK were 
outstanding and it was good to meet up with Gill Clements 
– a talented pewter Jewellery maker based in Swansea. 
Gill won an Award at the final and hopes to join us at future 
WLCoW events. 

 
 

 

PM GEOFF HUGHES DINNER – PARISH COUNCIL 

  
 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/300523-annual-scension-day-dinner.pdf
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THE LONDON LIVERY WEEKEND IN GLASGOW 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Master John Charles with The Master  
Solicitor Tony King 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friday 21st July 
Cocktails, Physic Garden, Cowbridge  

 
 
Sunday 3rd September 
Court Luncheon at Nant Ddu Lodge 

 
 
Saturday 30th September 
Concert to Celebrate 30yrs of the WLCoW and 
our Founder Member, Sir Norman Lloyd-
Edwards, 90th birthday. 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Master Major John Charles TD* DL was delighted to represent 
the Worshipful Company of Wales at the London Livery Weekend 
in the beautiful City of Glasgow. 
 
 
 
More information 
LONDON LIVERY WEEKEND 2023, GLASGOW 
(liverycompanywales.cymru) 

 

  

Thursday 12th October 
Common Hall – Colleg y Cymoedd 
Nantgarw Campus 
 

 

 
 
DONATE JUST GIVING 
The WLCoW is pleased to receive donations through 
JUST GIVING on the website – Click the “Donate” 
button bar. Alternatively you can contact the Treasurer 
at  treasurer@liverycompanywales.cymru 
 
 

THE EDITORIAL TEAM 
The next edition of the Welsh Livery Bulletin will be 
issued in September 2023. 
 
If you have any articles you wish to be included in future 
editions of the WLB, please contact Agnes Xavier-
Phillips JP DL (PRC Chair) and Angela Parry MBE 
(Assistant Clerk), who compile the WLB based on 
contributions/articles received. 

 
 

©WLCoW 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/200623-glasgow-weekend-2023.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/200623-glasgow-weekend-2023.pdf

