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MASTER’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a great honour for me to be Master of the 
Company for 2022/23. I follow in the footsteps 
of predecessors who have built up the 
reputation and fame of the Company over the 
last twenty nine years, none better than 
Immediate Past Master, Dr Kathy Seddon, who 
has acted with innovation and alacrity to 
organise a full range of events over the last year. 
The fellowship of the Company is active and 
Kathy has done a particularly outstanding job in 
building the Company’s links with the Livery 
fraternity in the City of London. The strength of 
this is demonstrated by the visit of the Lord 
Mayor of London to Cardiff in early April 2022 
and the fact that he asked to meet with our 
Company as one of the main events during his 
visit. 
 
The Company’s Royal Charter sets its objective 
as “to promote within Wales, education, 
science and fine arts.” It does this through its 
Awards programmes which, in 2021/2, saw over 
sixty people recognised for high levels of 
achievement. Many of these Awards include  a 
monetary element, and despite the difficulties of 
making Awards during a period of pandemic 

lockdowns and disrupted plans, the hard work of 
the members of the Awards Committee 
managed to distribute almost £40,000 to 
winners. 
 
We all have different reason for being proud 
Welsh Liverymen. It is the fellowship and 
fraternity of the organisation that I particularly 
love, the way we go about delivering our 
objective as well as the objective itself. We are 
a diverse group of individuals from different 
trades, professions, and educational 
backgrounds. Working together is both fun and 
educational in its own right – we can all continue 
to learn from each other, no matter that we have 
all “reached a level of attainment in our 
occupations that is of such eminence or 
such seniority that we are capable of 
supervising the work of a trainee to a high 
standard” 
 
During the coming year I hope that we will be 
able to further increase the fame and reputation 
of the Company. There are four areas that I 
would like to see us concentrating on: 

 
Fellowship and Fraternity  
The ability to meet face to face over the last two 
years has been limited and I would like to see 
us having more events where we can meet face 
to face. Some will be formal events like the 
Installation Banquet and fine dinners in London 
which we all enjoy, but equally importantly I 
would like to see us getting back together 
frequently in smaller local groups, where only 
15-20 people will come to meet. In the near term 
we will be able to meet in London, West Wales 
and the Swansea areas. The Achievement 
Award winner, Dr Ami Jones will be giving her 
lecture in Abergavenny. A weekend away in 
North Wales will take place in late September 
2022. The Master’s weekend in Coventry 
between 10th to 12th June 2022 will be an ideal 
occassion to renew friendship with your fellow 
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Liverymen from across the UK. Coventry is a 
city with a long history of Guilds going back to 
medieval times. The highlight of the weekend 
will be a Banquet in the recently restored St 
Mary’s Guildhall, dating from the 14th century. 
Have you booked yet? 

 
Recognising Achievers  
Our Awards winners are young people of Wales 
who have achieved high levels of academic 
success. But we also recognise the attainments 
of some who have not had the straightforward 
pathway of most and where their more modest 
achievements are the result of outstanding effort 
and a sign of significant future potential. We 
want to encourage and enable people at all 
levels to achieve their full potential. The 
members of the Awards Committee spend 
considerable time searching out winners – you 
could join them and help both spread the 
workload and expand our reach. 

 
Funding the Charitable Trust 
The Company’s ability to continue its Awards 
programme is dependent on money being 
available. We are lucky to have an endowment 
fund which helps even out the variation in fund 
raising between one year and the next, but the 
disruptions of the last two years have 
significantly dented the annual amount raised. 
This year it would be fantastic to see all 
Liverymen review their obligation to help fund 
the Company’s activities. The easiest way to do 
this is by way of the monthly giving scheme. 
Over the years the number of Liverymen 
contributing has reduced and I would appeal to 
everyone to consider if they can manage to give 
at least £15 a month by way of standing order of 
regular payment from their bank account. If all 
180 Liverymen did this we would raise over 
£30,000 a year (£40,000 if gift aid is claimed). 
Please contact me confidentially if you would 
like to do this. 

 
Increasing our membership 
The Company does a fantastic job and with 
more members we would be able to do even 
more. The two hundreth Liveryman was clothed 
in January 2015, exactly two years after the first 
Liverymen were admitted in January 1993. 
 

We now have 180 paid up Liverymen. Can we 
set ourselves a challenge to bring to the 
attention of active people who are eligible for 
membership the excellent work that the 
company does and encourage them to apply to 
join us? One thing that has changed over time 
is the age and work profile of individuals. To 
keep the Company vibrant and relevant to 
modern times we need to ensure we have 
Liverymen who are active in their trades, 
professions and vocations. So, I challenge 
every one of you to bring to the attention of 
someone who is in active employment – and 
probably below the age of sixty! – what the 
Company does and encourage them to join us. 
Why can’t we rekindle the enthusiasm of the 
original founding Welsh Liverymen and get one 
hundred new members over the next twenty four 
months? Three hundred Liverymen by the end 
of the thirtieth year would be good! 
 
Achieving these four objectives will put the 
Company in a position of strength. But the real 
privilege of being a Welsh Liveryman is being 
able to participate, not merely paying 
quarterage and contributing to the Charitable 
Trust. We are an organisation supported by only 
two part-time and very diligent employees, 
Christopher Dale our Clerk and Angela Parry 
our Assistant Clerk. To succeed in getting 
everything done we rely on the voluntary work 
of our Liverymen to organise events, seek 
applicants for Awards, interview applicants, 
select winners, present Awards, organise the 
regular publication of the Welsh Livery Bulletin, 
maintain our web site, seek interview new 
Members and interview them prior to clothing. 
The officers and Committee Chairs of the 
Company are always keen to have new people 
joining them or offering service as advisors 
when people have specific expertise. If you think 
you might be able to help I am sure you will get 
more out of your membership by being actively 
involved and the more people we have involved 
the mor work beneficial to Wales and the United 
Kingdom we will be able to do. 
 
I look forward to serving and working with you 
over the coming year. 
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WLCoW INSTALLATION COURT AND BANQUET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 9th April, the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales held an Installation Court to appoint the Master 

and officers for its 30th Anniversary Year. The ceremony was held in the heart of the City Centre in St 

John’s Church which dates from the 12th Century and is renowned for its architecture and beautiful 

stained-glass windows.  

 

 

 

 

 

Master Stuart Castledine then installed the officers for the year. John Charles took the oath of office as 

Senior Warden of the Company and Agnes Xavier-Phillips was sworn in as Junior Warden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry Gilbert was Installed as Senior Court Assistant and Peter Coleman will now be known as Past 

Master Peter Coleman. 

 

Stuart Castledine was installed as Master by his immediate 

predecessor Dr Kathy Seddon with many Past Masters, 

including Founding Master, Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards, in 

attendance. The new Master thanked the Past Master for her 

remarkable leadership in a year filled with the challenges of a 

pandemic.  
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The Installation Court was followed by the Service of Dedication and Blessing officiated by Revd Canon 

Sarah Jones, Chaplain to WLCoW and Priest-in-charge at St John’s Church. In her sermon, she spoke 

of the importance of leadership as service to others and the need to recognise that there are many 

different leadership styles that can successfully deliver this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Court and Liveryman joined their distinguished guests at Cardiff City Hall for the magnificent 

Installation Banquet. Attendees dined in the Marble Hall, surrounded by magnificent columns of Sienna 

marble mounted in bronze, statues of Welsh heroes carved in marble and fine paintings from the City 

of Cardiff’s art collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Junior Warden Agnes Xavier- Phillips welcomed distinguished guests 

including the Lord Lieutenant of Gwent, High Sheriffs of South and Mid 

Glamorgan, visiting Masters and Wardens and Commander of HMS 

Cambria representing our Navy affiliate. Mr William Brooks Esq. FCA, 

President of the Institute for Chartered Accountants and Member of Court, 

Worshipful Company of Chartered Accountants, addressed the guests on 

the valuable contribution that professional societies make to the public good 

and the need to ensure that these bodies are fully inclusive of a diverse 

talent pool. 
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Underscoring WLCoW’s commitment to develop the talents of young people throughout Wales, the 

Bryan Marsh Gold Award for 2021-22 was presented to James Bain and the Achievement Award for 

2021-22 was presented to Dr Ami Jones MBE.  
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Music for the evening was provided by the Ddraig Fanfare Trumpets, whose members are students at 

the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. It was fabulous to be able to hold these events and 

enable Liverymen to socialise again with their fellow Liverymen and guests of the Company. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 
 

HAVE YOU BOOKED FOR THE MASTER’S AWAY WEEKEND IN COVENTRY ON 10TH 
TO 12th JUNE 2022?  

 

 
  

If you haven’t booked yet, please do so immediately as spaces are selling fast! Click here for 
full details and the booking form.  
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/members2/download.php?filename=200422-master-away-
weekend-in-coventry.pdf 

 

 
 

 

https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/members2/download.php?filename=200422-master-away-weekend-in-coventry.pdf
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/members2/download.php?filename=200422-master-away-weekend-in-coventry.pdf
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WELSH MASS AT ST JAMES’ 
SPANISH PLACE, LONDON 

On Wednesday 30th March, members of the London Group joined the 
Master at a Catholic Mass in Welsh, in thanksgiving for Welsh 
Culture, Language and contribution to the Church.  
 
As a Catholic herself, the Master was pleased to have this 
opportunity to end her year in this celebration. It was one of the first 
opportunities for London members to gather and Stephen Richards  

 

 

 

The Senior Warden, Junior Warden and Treasurer also 
attended. The celebration was preceded by entertainment 
from mixed Welsh choirs who led the singing throughout. 
Mass began with a fanfare from the Welsh Guards who 
added to the organ accompaniment by Iestyn Evans. 

 

 

 

The whole Mass was in Welsh, presided over by Fr 
Gildas Parry O.Praem. (a White Canon) assisted by 
Fr Allan Jones CRiC who gave the sermon in Welsh. 
There were some announcements in English, 
particularly because there were guests from several 
other Churches together with the Lord Mayor of 
Westminster and the Deputy Ambassador of 
Ukraine. A group of Ukrainians performed the 
Ukrainian National Anthem before we all sang, with 
gusto, Mae hen wlad fy nahdau.  
 
The Master and members joined members of the 
choir, and special guests, including the Papal Nuncio 
and Huw Edwards for a finger buffet supper in the 
old crypt. There was some wonderful singing there 
too! We followed the Master’s lead in doing a little 
recruiting: who knows who might join our Livery 
Company as a result! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joint Chairs of London Committee 
Kim Insley and Steve Richards 

and Kim Insley (both to 
the left of photo) as co-
Chairs of the London 
group were delighted to 
be there. 
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THE WLCOW JUBILEE TREE PLANTING CEREMONY AT THE SOPHIA GARDENS 
STADIUM CARDIFF 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tree planting was followed by drinks and a sumptuous lunch at Sophia Gardens which gave 
Liverymen the opportunity to socialise and catch up with one another, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Welsh Livery Company continues to be involved in the Queen’s 
Green Canopy’s unique tree planting initiative. On Wednesday 6th 
April, a winter flowering cherry tree was planted in the grounds of 
Sophia Gardens in the city of Cardiff which has become the QGC’s 
Champion City. The Master, Officers and Liverymen were joined by 
the Lord Lieutenant of S. Glamorgan Morfudd Meredith. The tree has 
now been pinned to the QGC Map and the Livery is proud to have 
received a virtual plaque to recognise the planting ! 
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OUR AFFILIATE:  HMS CAMBRIA - MARTINIQUE DINNER 2022 
 

  
IPM Dr Kathy Seddon represented WLCoW at the Formal Celebration 
Dinner of the Naval Victory in Martinique, 1776, at an annual dinner hosted 
at HMS Cambria. 
 
For full details click here 

HMS CAMBRIA KS (liverycompanywales.cymru) 

 
 

 
ROYAL WELSH COLLEGE OF MUSIC AND DRAMA AWARDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday March 8th a sunny morning at The Royal College of Music and Drama in Cardiff, The Master, 
Kathy Seddon, Junior Warden Elect Agnes Xavier-Phillips and Awards Team Member Sylvia Robert- 
Sargeant had the pleasure of presenting Award certificates to the 2020 and 2021 Junior Conservatoire 
Award winners, Ieuan Davies and Carys Underwood. Kevin Price, Head of Performance at the College 
along with Development officer, Gwennan Jenkins Jones also attended the gathering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TOMOS SPARNON – SILVER JUBILEE DEVELOPMENT AWARD WINNER 2022 

 

 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/200422-hms-cambria-martinique-dinner.pdf
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A Fine Art graduate from Neath, Tomos Sparnon has won the Silver Jubilee Development Award for 
£2,500, a prestigious award, made annually by the WLCoW.  
 
Tomos will receive his award at the Swansea College of Art and Design Private View of the Summer 
Degree Show at 6:00pm on Friday 20th May 2022. This will be a big event event as it is also the 200th 
Anniversary of the founding of the SCA.   
 
Please keep this date in your diary as this is an event to which all Liverymen are invited, particularly 
those living in the Swansea area. 
 
For full details click here 

Worshipful Livery Company of Wales | Award Winners in 2022 (liverycompanywales.cymru) 
 

CHAIRS OF THE SERVICE COMMITTEES 
 
 
 

 
Rosemary Solbė 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 

 
COURT ASSISTANTS  

 

 

Membership Committee 
   

Simon Holt MBE 

 
Agnes Xavier-Phillips JP DL 

 

  

Andrew Richards  
 

Public Relations Committee Charitable Events Committee 

North Wales Committee 
 

   

London Committee 

Joint Chairs 
 Kim Insley & Stephen Richards 
 

 
Young Person’s Committee 

Awards Committee 

VACANCY 

 

Josh Williams 

TOMOS SPARNON – SILVER JUBILEE DEVELOPMENT AWARD WINNER 2022 

https://liverycompanywales.cymru/award-winners-in-2022.html


12 | P a g e  
 

JANE CROAD AND D HUGH THOMAS APPOINTED TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITABLE 
TRUST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
      
 
  
 
 

MEET OUR NEW COURT ASSISTANTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IPM Kathy Seddon attended the Pewters Livery Supper at the Pewterers Hall which was most enjoyable  

 

IMMEDIATE PAST MASTER DR. KATHY SEDDON’S EVENTS (March – April 2022) 

The Master attended the Pewterers Livery Supper at the Pewterers Hall which was most enjoyable 
and welcoming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Paul Bigmore  Laura Davies  Stephen Richards  Kim Insley  

D Hugh Thomas Jane Croad 
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The IPM Master was invited to The Mansion House “Dinner to The Masters, Prime Wardens and Upper 
Bailiff of the Livery Companies” This was given by The Rt. Hon The Lord Mayor Alderman Vincent 
Keaveny. 
 

 
 
The United Guild’s Service at St Paul’s Cathedral was attended by the IPM. It is an annual event 
where all Livery Companies are represented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for full details of all the above events 

liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/200422-immediate-past-master-dr-kathy-seddons-events-march-april-

2022.pdf 

 

The Worshipful Company of Water Conservators -Installation 
Court and Lunch at the Wax Chandlers’ Hall. The IPM Master 
was delighted to have been invited to attend the lunch by the 
Master Peter Hall pictured with the IPM. 
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PR COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

THE CITY OF LONDON CORPORATION 

 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor Vincent Keaveny meets with the Livery Company of Wales 

 

 
 

 
We are incredibly grateful to have had the opportunity to present our work and expand on our theme, 
Nurturing Welsh Talent, through our Awards Scheme which supports social mobility and skills 
acquisition.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of the City of London, Vincent 
Keaveny was in Cardiff on Monday 11th th April 2022, kicking 
off his two-day mayoral visit to Wales. A key focus of the visit 
was to discuss the importance of skills and education. 
 
This meeting will hopefully strengthen links between the City of 
London and other London Liveries especially on the Lord 
Mayor’s theme and other Charity work. 
 
 

 

 

The Lord Mayor recognised the project 
undertaken by our SJDA Winner Kiera 
McNulty and presented her with the Lord 
Mayor’s Silver Spoon. 

 

   

He and his team met with IPM Dr Kathy Seddon, JW Agnes Xavier- Phillips, SCA Henry 
Gilbert, PM Geoff Hughes, Founder Chairman Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards, Court 
Assistant Dr. Andy Carson- Stevens and SJDA Winner Kiera McNutly at the spectacular 
Sophia Gardens in Cardiff.  
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ASSOCIATION WITH LONDON LIVERIES 
 

THE HABERDASHERS’ LIVERY DINNER AT THE HABERDASHERS’ HALL ON 
THURSDAY 7th APRIL 2022 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Junior Warden and Solicitors’ Liveryman Agnes Xavier- Phillips attended the magnificent banquet 
of the City of London Solicitors Corporation at the Mansion House with the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress, Dame Fiona Woolf and Sheriff Alison Gowman on 30th March 2022. 
 

GUILD OF INVESTMENT MANAGERS CIVIC DINNER AT THE BUTCHERS’ HALL 
ON 29th MARCH 2022 

 

 
  

The Master Stuart Castledine represented WLCoW at the Haberdashers’ Livery Dinner and was 
the guest of their Master The Reverend James Edward Power. 
 

  

Our Junior Warden Agnes Xavier-Phillips was a guest of Biagio Fraulo, the Under 
Sheriff of Greater London and Founder Clerk of the Guild of Investment Managers 
Dinner. 

 

 

 

CITY OF LONDON SOLICITORS CORPORATION AT THE MANSION HOUSE 

 

mailto:asstclerk@liverycompanywales.cymru
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WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 
 
 
We offer our warmest congratulations to our 
Livery Member, the former Lord Mayor of 
Cardiff, Cllr Dianne Rees who collected her 
MBE for Political and Public Service from HRH 
Prince Charles at Windsor Castle on 30 March 
2022. 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday 18th May 
London Social Event – further details later 
Friday 20th May 
Silver Jubilee Award Presentation 
Wednesday 25th May 
West Wales Social Events – further details 
later 
Thursday 2nd June 
HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th June 
Master’s Away Weekend to Coventry 
Friday 24th June 
Final of the Sir Ian Stoukzer Instrumental 
Prize RWCMD, Cardiff commencing at 6:30pm  
 
CALENDAR FOR 2022-2023 
If you have not received a copy of the WLCoW 
Calendar, please contact the Assistant Clerk, 
Angela Parry by email 
asstclerk@liverycompanywales.cymru or click 
on the link below 
liverycompanywales.cymru/calendar-archive-
2018-2022.html 
 
 

DONATE JUST GIVING 
The WLCoW is pleased to receive donations 
through JUST GIVING on the website – Click 
the “Donate” button bar. Alernatively you can 
contact the Treasurer at 
treasurer@liverycompanywales.cymru 
 
EDITORIAL TEAM 
If you have any articles you wish to be included 
in future editions of the WLB, please contact 
Agnes Xavier-Phillips, JP DL, LLB(Hons) 
(PRC Chair) and Angela Parry MBE 
(Assistant Clerk),  who compiles the WLB 
based on contributions received. 

 
QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY INITIATIVE 

 
On 17th February 2022, the North Wales 
Committee planted the tree below in St Asaph 
Parish Church garden.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to report that the tree above is 
now coming into leaf and is bearing flowers as 
seen below. Hopefully, by next November, we 
will see the blossom opening again. 
 

 
 

©WLCoW 
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