MASTER’S AWAY WEEKEND

On 10 -12 June, Liverymen and their guests joined Master
Stuart Castledine and his wife Christine for a weekend away
in Coventry, the 2021 European City of Culture. The
programme highlighted the medieval history and
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architecture of Coventry as well as its changing industrial
role in the post-war period. The trip had special signi cance
for the Master as Coventry is his boyhood home and his
brother, sister and cousin were able to join us for the
weekend.
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The group based itself in the heart of the City Centre at the
iconic Telegraph Hotel, the former home to the city’s
newspaper for more than 50 years. The rst night took us
across the street to the Nineteen58 suite at the Belgrade
Theatre where the group enjoyed a buffet supper, a
presentation on Coventry’s history and entertainment of
music and poetry. Pru Porretta MBE, Coventry’s of cial Lady
Godiva and CEO of the Godiva Trust, related Coventry’s
history from medieval to present times through a series of
engaging tapestries created by schools, community groups
and arts organisation. Following her presentation John
Tearne entertained the group with a selection of nostalgic
songs and monologues.

On Saturday morning, Liveryman took an extensive walking
tour with Blue Badge Guide Roger Bailey. First stop was
Bond’s Hospital, a grade II listed building and alms-house
dating from 1506. Victor Keene MBE, Past Chair of
Coventry Church (Municipal) Charities, shared the history of
the almshouse and how it has continued to expand and
provide housing to those in nancial hardship over the
centuries.
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Next stop on the tour was St John the Baptist Church, a
grade I listed building dating from 1344 and founded as a
guild church by Isabella of France, wife of King Edward II.
After hearing about its chequered history through the
English Civil War, Liverymen then visited the new Coventry
Cathedral and the adjoining ruins of the Old Cathedral that
was famously destroyed by the Luftwaffe rebombs in 1940
killing over 500 people and destroying over 4000 homes.
The visit to Coventry Cathedral, renowned for its
architecture and stained-glass windows and a symbol of
renaissance from World War II, was the highlight of the tour
for many.

After breaking for lunch, Liverymen had an opportunity to
visit the Herbert Art Gallery and Museum on their own and
then later gather for a tour of the Coventry Transport
Museum. Enthusiasts of motor cars and those interested in
their link to Coventry’s industrial heritage were in for a treat.
The Museum houses the largest publicly owned collection of
British vehicles in the world and tells the story how Coventry
changed the world through transport. The vehicles include
pioneering bicycles, iconic and luxurious vehicles and the
two fastest cars in the world, the Thrust SSC and the Thrust
2.
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On Saturday evening, Liverymen and their guests gathered
for a drinks reception and formal banquet at the magni cent
and recently restored St Mary’s Guildhall, a Grade I listed
building in the Cathedral Quarter dating from 1343.
Representatives of the City of Coventry Guild of Freemen
joined us for the banquet and Robert Hall, a well-known
Coventry businessman and the Master’s cousin, supported
the event with a number of guests.

The Senior Warden John Charles was the Master of
Ceremony at the Banquet. Attendees were welcomed by
Michael Hammon, former Lord Mayor of Coventry and after
dinner, the Junior Warden Agnes Xavier- Phillips welcomed
and gave the toast to all the guests of the Livery Company
of Wales. This was followed by Ronald Robinson Master of
City of Coventry Guild of Freemen who proposed a toast to
the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales. Robert Pargetter
responded to the toast before the evening was brought to a
close by Master Stuart Castledine.

Sunday morning offered Liverymen the option of attending
services at one of Coventry’s historical churches with
Sunday lunch following at the Metropolis restaurant.

In addition to the scheduled events of the weekend,
Liverymen and their guests valued the opportunity to
informally meet and speak with one another further building
on the fellowship of the Company. They also appreciated the
warm welcome they received from all they met in Coventry.

