The Athenaeum Dinner, Lecture and presentation of our Achievement Award
For the second consecutive weekend in November the Master was
in London. On this occasion it was to preside over a WLCOW Dinner
at The Athenaeum, sponsored by Past Master, Professor Gillian
Davies, to present our new Achievement Award to Dr Sabrina
Cohen - Hatton.
During the Sparkling Wine
Reception, we were able to meet up with fellow Liverymen
and friends we had not seen for a while due to Covid 19
including the London Group, and members travelling from
Wales and other parts of the country.
At Dinner sixty Guests were then addressed by the Master
these included Dr Cohen - Hatton and her husband,
Masters from The Shrewsbury Drapers Company, The
Engineers Company, Past Master of the Marketors
Immediate Past Mistress of the Spectacle Makers and Past
Master Sir Gary Higginbottom from The Arbitrators
Company, WLCOW officers, Liverymen and members from
other Livery Companies.
The Master, in her speech, welcomed Dr Cohen - Hatton
and her husband and thanked guests for coming to the inauguration of the Achievement
Award. She spoke warmly of Past Master Bryan Marsh, whose Memorial service she had
attended earlier in the day, and the excellent work he had done for the Company. He will be
greatly missed. The Master also paid tribute to former Lord Lieutenant and Liveryman Sir
Peter Beck who had also passed away recently.
The Master introduced Dr Cohen - Hatton to the guests who then then gave her
lecture, outlining her life and career from being homeless and sleeping on the
streets of Newport to becoming Chief Fire Officer for West Sussex.
All present agreed that it was very moving, inspirational and
motivational. Past Master Geoff Hughes then read out the citation
for the Achievement Award which is given to an outstanding Welsh
person who has demonstrated exceptional achievement and who is
under the age of 40.
The Master then presented Dr Cohen - Hatton with a certificate, a cheque for the charity
“The Big Issue Foundation”, the Achievement Award Silver Salver and a personal Silver
Coaster.

An excellent dinner followed to conclude what had been a wonderful evening of fellowship
in true Livery tradition before carriages at 22.30.

