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MASTER’S AWAY WEEKEND TO BRUGE
It was a very grey Thursday morning in May when a
group consisting of 31 intrepid Liverymen and guests,
left Wales in the Big Red Welsh Rugby Team Coach
with a large Dragon on the side - courtesy of Edwards’
Coaches, for the Master’s weekend to Bruges.

We arrived at our destination Hotel Navara, in good
time thanks to our excellent driver George. The hotel
proved to be very comfortable and indeed many
managed to go into Bruges for an evening meal.
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Feeling refreshed after a good night’s sleep, Friday
morning was the first group visit to De Halve Brewery
which was both informative and entertaining and was
followed by an excellent meal in the brewery
restaurant.

The next stop was Langemark, a German cemetery
and this was followed by a visit to the Welsh Memorial
built in 2014 to remember all Welsh soldiers killed in
the War. We sang the Welsh National Anthem, which
was very moving.

moving experience which will remain with him for the
rest of his life.

Close by, we visited a plaque commemorating Hedd
Wyn who was awarded the famous “black” Eisteddfod
Chair at Birkenhead Park in 1917 in the presence of
Prime Minster Lloyd George. He had entered the
poetry competition but had been killed on the first day
of the Battle of Passchendaele and could not accept
his “chair”. It is now in the family home dedicated to
him at Trawsfynydd. We had earlier visited Hedd
Wyn’s grave at the nearby cemetery of Artillery Wood.
On Saturday the group visited the Diamond Museum
where we were treated to a demonstration of diamond
polishing.

We also briefly visited Tyne Cot Cemetery and
We also had free time to wander around Bruges with
visits to chocolate shops, lace shops churches, boat
trips and carriage rides.

noticed how large it was, a sobering thought that so
many had died during WW1.
In the evening we travelled on to Ypres which was the
highlight of the weekend. We arrived at Ypres in time
for a light meal and made our way to the Menin Gate
where the names of 54,395 Commonwealth soldiers
whose bodies have never been found, were recorded.
The Master, Deputy Master and the Junior Warden
laid a wreath on behalf of The Worshipful Livery
Company of Wales at eight o’clock. At ten minutes to
eight to the Master’s surprise, he was asked to give
the Exhortation in front of a crowd of about 2000
visitors which he duly did. He did say that it was a

On the Saturday Evening the Livery Dinner was held
at the Hotel Navara.
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It was an excellent menu and the wine flowed. We
even serenaded the locals with Welsh hymn singing.

people through the Arts, Science and Technology.
Furthermore, it makes our fundraising through the
Silver Jubilee appeal, our quarterage, donations and
other fundraising events seem all that more
worthwhile.
Personally, I have presented two Awards at Coleg Y
Cymoedd and eight apprentices at a Coleg Gwent
event in the last month and it is gratifying to meet not
only the award winners but also supportive parents
and employers at these events.

As we left Bruges the rain began again but as we had
enjoyed good weather for our visits, nobody was too
upset.
We arrived home in Cardiff at 6.00pm where the
streets had just re-opened after a car free day in the
capital and everybody was able to return home.
The weather had been good with plenty to see with a
fabulous group of people and the Master and Sue
thanked everyone for attending his memorable
Master’s Weekend.

On September 26th at Howell’s School we will be
holding our annual Awards Event where some of our
award winners will tell us how they have used the
award to further their studies or careers. I would
encourage all Liverymen to look out for the Calling
notice in due course.
DR HAYLEY WYATT RECEIVED THE WLCOW
ENGINEERING TRAVEL AWARD

MASTER’S COLUMN

This is the main time of the year for our Awards
programme. Members of the Awards Committee have
been out and about interviewing, some of the
brightest young people in Wales, selecting from short
lists, and presenting awards.
This includes our schools programme, our travel
bursaries and our apprentices’ schemes. At the same
time, some outstanding candidates for our most
prestigious Award – the Gold Award - have been
interviewed, although the final winner has not yet
been selected.
It is a particularly satisfying part of being a Liveryman
as we actually put into practice our Livery objectives
and aims of encouraging and supporting young

Hayley is a researcher at Cardiff University, having
completed her PhD in 2014 within the field of soft
tissue biomechanics. In addition, Hayley teaches on
the Medical Engineering undergraduate degree
scheme and recently won funding to develop
engagement materials to encourage young women to
pursue STEM careers.
Hayley will be using her Award to present her
research titled ‘Effect of skin model and material
parameters in finite element modelling indentation’ at
the 16th International Symposium on Computer
Methods
in Biomechanics
and Biomedical
Engineering in New York in August 2019.
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Engineering and member of the Cardiff Institute for
Tissue Engineering and Repair Communication and
Visibility Committee; actively promoting biomedical
engineering through workshops, seminars and public
events.
Some timeline pictures from Bethany’s research
project:

DR BETHANY KEENAN WLCoW TRAVEL
AWARD

THE SCHOOL PUPILS AWARD

Dr Bethany Keenan is the Postdoctoral Research
Associate to the Head of School of Engineering at
Cardiff University. Her work involves various projects
in the areas of medical imaging and soft tissue
mechanics, with particular focus on pressure ulcers.
Bethany has been invited to present her research on
‘‘MRI based 3D finite element modelling to investigate
heel pressure ulcers - Is Haglund's a risk factor?’’ at
the 16th International Symposium on Computer
Methods
in Biomechanics
and Biomedical
Engineering & the 4th Conference on Imaging and
Visualization in New York in August 2019.
She believes that the WLCoW Travel Award will allow
her to enhance her knowledge of the latest advances,
innovations, and applications of computational
methods in biomechanics; improving her approach for
future research projects. Furthermore, it will provide a
great opportunity to network and meet potential
collaborators worldwide.
Bethany is also a STEM Ambassador, Deputy
Research Staff Co-ordinator at the School of

The above four namely Ffion Haf Richardson, Skye
Jones, Mia Owen and Athen Mc Allister are the
winners of the School Pupils’ Award at David Hughes
School Menai Bridge. Fion is in year 13 and hopes to
go to Birmingham University to read English
Literature. The other three are in year 12 and hope to
go to university next year to read Law and
Midwifery. The Award is to help them buy books,
laptop and extra lessons to help them with their
studies. In their interviews for the Award, the
interviewers were impressed with these pupils’
enthusiasm and wish to do well in their studies and
future careers.
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ROYAL WELSH COLLEGE OF MUSIC & DRAMA
AWARD PRESENTATIONS

Court Assistant Andrew Board presenting awards to
Aimee Daniel for Music and Glain Rhys for Drama
with the new Principal of RWCMD, Helena Gaunt,
who is very keen to continue the association with
WLCoW going forward. As you can see from the
smiles, it was a very happy occasion and the students
were thrilled to receive the Awards.

WLCoW JOURNALISM TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP
AWARD - JAKE HORTON ON HIS TRAVELS
Jake Horton’s Journalism Travel Scholarship Award
provided him with the funds to cover a story which
otherwise would have been far out of reach. He used
his Award to travel to Arizona as having studied there
he had become aware of the unique difficulties
experienced within the Native American community
when entering higher education. Far fewer Natives
get into university and more drop out than any other
demographic in America. Jake had always harboured
the ambition to one day return and document the
issue but never thought it would be possible,
especially when having the funds of a student! After
becoming aware of the fund offered to journalism
master’s students by the Livery Company of Wales he
jumped at the opportunity, and was lucky enough to
be granted the award…

Both Aimee and Glain received £500 each. As usual,
the students were nominated by the college for their
outstanding achievements during the academic year
and both have performed in front of HRH Prince of
Wales and are fluent Welsh speakers.
WLCoW JOURNALISM TRAVEL AWARD

Sian Price received her Travel Award and will be
using her travel bursary to attend the final three races
of the inaugural W-Series; in Germany, the
Netherlands and the UK. The W-Series consists of 20
female drivers competing in single seater F3 cars, in
an aim to raise the profile of women in motorsport.
She will be working with the W-Series team to
produce content for their online platforms, as well as
interviewing the drivers and managers of the series
as part of her major project for her MA in Broadcast
Journalism.

He boarded a plane to Phoenix, Arizona to film a
three-minute piece on Native Americans in the
American university system. He used Arizona as a
case study - with the state having the second highest
Native population in America it was symptomatic of
the wider issue which was labelled a “national” crisis.
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Only 13% of Native Americans have a bachelor's
degree or higher, compared to 29% of the wider U.S.
population. And only 39% of Native students who start
a bachelor's degree complete it within six years,
compared to 62% of white students.

COURT LUNCH -SUNDAY JUNE 2ND

During his two week stay in Arizona Jake spoke to as
many people as possible and the answer was
complicated - a history of educational suppression,
campus cultural shock, financial strains from home,
the weight of often being trail blazers, amongst other

family pressures.

Court Members were invited to an excellent Court
Lunch at the Glen- yr- Afon Hotel in the town of Usk.
An excellent lunch which was opened to all Court
members, previous Court Members, Trustees and
others and 41 accepted the invitation.

The topic had little previous coverage so the
opportunity to produce a short film on a historic and
far-reaching problem provided a valuable contribution
to the existing literature, as well as an unforgettable
experience in the process.
WLCoW APPRENTICESHIP AWARD AT COLEG Y
CYMOEDD

Lunch was beautifully accompanied on the harp by
one of the Livery’s former award winners Emily Harris
who is currently studying for her Master’s degree in
Cardiff. Sir Gary Hickinbottom, Master of the Livery
Company of Arbitrators was also in attendance.

Award Winners with the Master and Behnaz Akhagar,
BBC Wales Weather Presenter.
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY
Junior Warden Dr Kathy Seddon attended
Buckingham Palace Garden Party and said that it was
a great honour to be asked to represent the
Worshipful Livery Company of Wales at the Queen’s
Garden Party, on the 21st of May, at Buckingham
Palace.

It is reported that the Queen is always anxious about
bad weather for her many guests. On this occasion
the weather was perfect for a garden party and even
the Queen wore sunglasses! The delightful palace
gardens provided a wonderful backdrop to the event
and an excellent tea was provided in the large
refreshment tent. The Queen was joined by members
of the Royal Family including the Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge, the Duke of York and The Earl of
Wessex. These events are described as "allowing the
Queen to meet a broad range of people” and they
certainly created lasting memories for those who saw
and spoke to Her Majesty, in this magnificent setting,
on a perfect summer’s day.
WLCoW LONDON GROUP’S VISIT TO THE ROYAL
HOSPITAL CHELSEA.
(ORGANISED BY COURT ASSISTANT, DR KEITH
C WILLIAMS)
On 12th July twenty-two Liverymen and guests visited
the Royal Hospital Chelsea, home of the famous
Chelsea Pensioners, founded by King Charles II in
1682. With Chelsea Pensioner Geoff Douglas-Hiley
providing
interesting,
and
often
humorous
commentary, as he conducted us around the grounds
of the Hospital, visiting the Great Hall and the Wren
Chapel. A highlight of the tour was the visit to the
State Apartments, not usually open to the public but
made possible on this occasion through the good
offices of Liveryman Sir Idris Pearce, a former
Commissioner of the Hospital. In the State
Apartments we were joined by Chelsea Pensioner

Michael Allen, the head tour guide, who explained the
background and main features of the many important
Old Master paintings that adorned the walls. Finally,
we were led to the Wren House, another part of the
Hospital not usually open to public tours, where we
sat down to a splendid Afternoon Tea. It had been a
very interesting and enjoyable afternoon, aided by
good weather, with everyone being most impressed
by the breadth and depth of the knowledge of the
history and operation of the Hospital demonstrated by
our two guides.

Group Photograph

Chelsea Pensioner Geoff
Douglas-Hiley

The Wren Chapel

Head Tour Guide explains some of the features of the
pictures in the State Apartments.
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Gaynor Bowen of the Drapers Company, who is
herself a textile designer.

Following the tour everyone sat down to a lovely Tea
in the Wren House
THE SHREWSBURY DRAPER’S COMPANY
LUNCH

The event continued the warm friendship established
over the years between the Shrewsbury Drapers
Company and the Worshipful Livery Company of
Wales.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Master and Mrs Susan Hughes with Professor
John Solbé and Dr Rosie Solbé attended a very
pleasant occasion with the Shrewsbury Drapers
Company on 9th June 2019. Normally the Drapers
Company hold a service on Trinity Sunday in their
chapel in St Mary’s Shrewsbury but this year the
event was brought forward to Pentecost. The Service
was conducted by their Chaplain, Rev Richard Hayes
and the lesson was read by their Master, Dr Tom
Taylor. Several of the Liverymen had attended
events of the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales in
recent years, in Cardiff and in St Asaph, so the Welsh
were among friends.

Thursday 26th September, Awards Ceremony &
Dinner at Howell’s School, Llandaff
Thursday 3rd October, Common Hall at Bridgend
College
Saturday 12th October, Installation Court, Service &
Banquet at Howell’s School, Llandaff

DETAILS OF THE CHARITY JAZZ GARDEN
PARTY IN THE NEXT EDITION OF THE WLB

The lunch was held in the Drapers Hall, a fine
timbered building dating from 1576 in the heyday of
the Drapers’ prosperity, before the gradual decline in
the cloth trade. We four ate at a table (17 feet long)
made in the 1630s. Today, the Freemen of the
Shrewsbury Drapers Company continue their
charitable work, especially concerning their
almshouses.
They do give awards, one of which was featured in an
extension to the dining area. This was the Jackie
Ryan Memorial Award, created in 2016. The work of
the 2018 winner, Rebekah Longland, an A-Level
student is the very fine woollen throw shown draped
over the chair between Dr Rosie Solbé (left) and
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