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CHARITY JAZZ GARDEN PARTY AT HENSOL 
CASTLE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Welsh Livery Company held its Charity Jazz 
Garden Party at Hensol Castle on a perfect summer’s 
day on Sunday 7th July.  
 
Hensol Castle is a beautifully restored castellated 
mansion in the gothic architecture style dating from 
the late 17th century or early 18th century, now a 
wedding and conference venue for The Vale Resort.  

 

Welcome and Reception 

The Master and his Consort ready to greet guests 
upon arrival 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The rest of the welcoming party 
 

 
After being greeted, the guests were treated to a 

glass of champagne (or softer drink) and whilst 

sipping on these listened to the superb music 

provided by the Grandslammers Band in the foyer. 

 
 

Drinks in the Reception Room 
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Other guests took advantage of the wonderful 

weather in the Castle grounds 

 

  

Welsh Afternoon Tea in the Oak Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A delicious Welsh afternoon tea then followed with 

enough sandwiches, cakes and scones to cater for 

the largest appetite. A discussion arose on the 

difference between Cornish and Devonian 

applications of jam and cream onto the scone (i.e 

which is spread first) at Liveryman Ian Newton’s table. 

You never know what you can learn at a Livery event. 

To save your having to google it - Devon is cream 

then jam, Cornwall is jam then cream and Ian’s 

personal vote goes to Devon. 

A Vote of Thanks 

A short vote of thanks was given by the Master to our 

hosts Sue and Gerald Leeke for their generous 

hospitality which was secured and co-ordinated by 

the Chair of the PR Committee Agnes Xavier-Phillips 

and her husband Nigel Phillips through their personal 

friendship with them. 
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Silent Auction 

The Chairman of the Charitable and Events 

Committee, Mr. Simon Holt, facilitated the silent 

auction of a wide array of donated prizes, successfully 

raising an impressive figure of £1,689.99. This 

together with the sale proceeds of the tickets resulted 

in a profit of £3,264.99 for our charity due to the whole 

event being provided free of charge with the 

exception of the entertainment. 

 

 

After tea many took the opportunity to exercise in the 

grounds and to enjoy the views across the lake to the 

Vale resort. 

 

Returning inside to the Castle we finally enjoyed an 
intimate performance of some classic songs by the 
very talented Daniel James.  
 

 
 
A delightful end to a perfect afternoon and special 
thanks to Nigel Phillips for his role as impresario and 
Master of Ceremonies of the live entertainment. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
MASTER’S CORNER 
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MASTER’S CORNER 
 

 
 

A lot has happened since the last edition of the Livery 
Bulletin, much of which was in July and may be seen 
in my blog on our website. 
 
However, what has been evident, due to the 
magnificent efforts of the Treasurer and the Clerk, is 
that our Company is “on the up” in terms of 
membership numbers, revenue generation through 
quarterage and expenditure reduction. The exact 
figures will become known as the year progresses, 
with an update at Common Hall, our AGM, on 3rd 
October. Details of Common Hall will be issued in due 
course, but I believe that we will have a much happier 
position to report than in recent years, which bodes 
well for the future. 
 
Speaking of the future – in July the Election Court was 
held and I am pleased to announce that Peter 
Coleman was elected as Master for the coming year, 
Kathy Seddon will be Senior Warden, Stuart 
Castledine will be Junior Warden and John Charles 
will become Senior Court Assistant. 

 
 
 

PRESENTATION TO THE WELSH GUARDS 
 

 
 
The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales make a 
number of Military Awards.  One such is to the Welsh 
Guards with whom we have had an association for 
some eleven years.   On the 31st July, Bryan Marsh 
and Graeme Morgan travelled to Victoria Barracks, 
Windsor.  In the presence of the Colonel, Lt Col Harry 
Llewelyn-Usher, Bryan Marsh presented the 
certificate and cheque to WO2 Cope of the Welsh 
Guards Running Team.  For the last few years, the 
Livery has aimed to help one of the Guards sporting 
teams obtain equipment so as promote sporting 
endeavour and regimental spirit.  
 

SCHOOL AWARDS 
 

 
 

Matthew Williams with Junior Warden Kathy  
LY CREATED DISABILITY ART AWARDS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alesha Evans being presented with her award 
at Merthyr College by Court Assistant Keith 
Shankland. 
 

The Installation Court for these new Officers will take 
place on 12th October at Howell’s School, Llandaff. I 
take this opportunity to congratulate all of them and 
to wish them every success. 
 

 

Matthew Williams 
with Junior 
Warden Kathy 
Seddon and 
Head Teacher 
Emma Pole. 
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NEWLY CREATED DISABILITY ART AWARDS 
 

 
 
 
Award winner Cerys Kingdom who has suffered from 
Manic depression will use her award to raise 
awareness of the illness through public engagements 
and exhibitions. 
 
SWANSEA UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING AWARD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMARKABLE TALENT AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
CELEBRATED AT THE WORSHIPFUL LIVERY 
COMPANY OF WALES AWARDS EVENING. 
 
 
 
 

Dr Bethany Keenan is the 
Postdoctoral Research 
associate to the Head of 
Engineering at Cardiff 
University. She works in the 
field of medical imaging and 
soft tissue mechanics or to 
put it in lay terms, “Why do 
some people develop 
pressure ulcers when in bed 
for a long time and how best 
to prevent the problem.”   
The award supported her 
attendance and 
presentation of her work at the 16th International 
Symposium on Biomechanics and Bioengineering in 
New York in August 2019 where she presented no 
less than 4 papers. 
 

Dr Hayley Wyatt completed 
her PhD in soft tissue 
biomechanics in 2014 and 
continues her researches 
in the School of 
Engineering at Cardiff 
University where her 
particular interests are the 
mechanical behaviour of 
blood vessels and skin. 
She is also interested in 
how the body responds to 
foreign materials such as  

hip implants. The award in part supported her 
attendance at the same symposium as Dr Keenan 
where she presented her two research papers. 
Hayley recently won an award to develop a course 
aimed at encouraging young women to consider 
careers in sciences and engineering.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greener car industry research award winner 
Gethin Llewellyn with Court Assistant Simon Holt 
and Liveryman Sylvia Robert-Sargeant. 
 

Five highly talented young Welsh men and women 
celebrated their receipt of awards from the 
Worshipful Livery Company of Wales at a dinner 
evening held at Howell’s School, Cardiff on 26 
September hosted by the Master Mr Geoffrey 
Hughes. Each gave very assured presentations 
outlining the use to which they put the award and 
how it has helped them with their careers.  At the 
same time the Livery Company was proud to present 
the Annual Achievement Award to the Rt Hon. Lord 
David Lloyd-Jones. 
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Emily Bennett is currently 
studying for a Musicology 
PhD. She completed her 
Bachelor of Music in 2016, 
graduating with a first-class 
honours degree with 
distinction at the University of 
Cardiff and at the same time 
she was awarded the John 
Morgan Lloyd Scholarship for 
music. 
 

She then moved to the Royal Welsh College of 

Music where she completed her Master of Musical 

Performance degree with distinction. Her 

dissertation was on a page to stage adaptation of 

Margaret Atwood’s novel “The Handmaids Tale”’ 

into an opera of the same name.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Her PhD is intriguingly entitled, “Diagnosing Lucia: 

Representations of female madness in 19th century 

Italian opera.” She is looking at Walter Scott’s “Bride 

of Lammermoor”, as it has been adapted in Italian 

Opera between 1829 and 1854 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
He has continued in Aberystwyth where he is nearing 
completion of his PhD in the Institute of Biological, 
Environmental and Rural Sciences. The topic of his 
PhD is the biological investigation of ruminant and 
other complex environments through the use of 
metagenomics. In lay terms he is looking at the bugs 
that help the digestion of grass with the hope of 
increasing the efficiency of this process. This requires 
extracting and characterising the DNA present and 
analysing the results using advanced computing 
methods. 
 
He was given his award so that he could attend a 
course in practical microbial metagenomics in 
Heidelberg, Germany. 

 
dam joined Aston Martin in September 2014 as an 
apprentice in the trim section of the production line 
but became more and more interested in 
engineering. After about 18 months, during which he 
did a lot of extra study into engineering in his own 
time, he was transferred to that department bringing 
with him all the skills he had already learned from 
about vehicle trim. 
He completed his apprenticeship in at the end of last 
year and transferred to St Athan when the facility 
opened. He now works in development, taking the 
designs and working on the most efficient and reliable 
ways of turning them into reality. 
 

opened. He now works in development, taking the 
designs and working on the most efficient and reliable 
ways of turning them into reality. 
 
 
The Livery was particularly proud to present The 
Achievement Award to the Rt Hon. Lord David Lloyd-
Jones, Kt, PC, FLSW.  

  

 

 

He is a judge and legal scholar and the first 
Welsh Judge to preside in the Supreme Court 
and as such recently gave opinion on the legality 
of Boris Johnson’s proroguing of parliament. He 
served earlier as a member of the Court of 
Appeal of England and Wales and as a chairman 
of the Law Commission. He was made 
an Honorary Fellow of Aberystwyth University in 
2012. He was awarded an honorary degree 
by Swansea University in 2014. In 2016, he was 
elected a Fellow of the Learned Society of 
Wales (FLSW). He has made a particular study 
of Welsh law and promotes its application in 
Wales. He has encouraged proceedings to be 
conducted in Welsh while sitting in Wales. 

Josh was the Innovation Award winner three years 
ago.  After an interesting and humorous account 
of his travels he outlined his plans for the YPC and 
invited the Award Winners to become part of the 
group. Their next meeting is on the 10th of 
December, 7.00 pm at Lab 22 in Cardiff.  Please 
contact Dr Kathy Seddon if you know of any 
WLCOW Award Winners who might like to join the 
YPC.  
 
 

The Livery Company are 
proud to support and 
recognise Aston Martin’s 
expansion to produce their 
new DBX SUV at St Athan 
by offering them an annual 
Apprentice of the year 
award. This year it has 
been won by Adam Hill. 
 
Adam joined Aston Martin 
in September 2014 as an 
apprentice in the trim time, 
he was transferred to that 
department bringing with  

 

Nicholas Dimonaco went 
to school in Rhydyfelin 
and then to Colleg 
Morgannwg before 
moving to Aberystwyth 
University from where he 
graduated in 2015 with a 
first class honours degree 
in computer science. 

him all the skills he had already learned from about 
vehicle trim. He completed his apprenticeship in at the 
end of last year and transferred to St Athan when the 
facility  
 

 

Josh Williams 
(chair of WLCOW 
YPC) 
 

Page 6 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_Bachelor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privy_Council_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learned_Society_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_of_Appeal_of_England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_of_Appeal_of_England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Commission_(England_and_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honorary_Fellow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aberystwyth_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swansea_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow_of_the_Learned_Society_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow_of_the_Learned_Society_of_Wales
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The young talented Ashton is the son of the  
Chairman of the Charitable and Events Committee 
Simon Holt who gave a wonderful performance on the 
piano at the Awards Evening. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NEW LIVERYMAN ADMITTED AT COURT 
MEETING ON 30TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
Master Geoff Hughes with the Reverend Canon 

Sarah Jones, Jane Croad and Tony Ensom 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
October 2019 
Saturday 12th October 
5:00pm Installation Court, Howell’s School, 

Llandaff, Cardiff 
 
5:30pm Installation Service, Howell’s School, 

Llandaff, Cardiff 
 
6:00pm Reception, Day Room, Howell’s School, 

Llandaff, Cardiff 
 
7:00pm Installation Banquet, Howell’s School, 

Llandaff, Cardiff 
 

 
November 2019 
 
Tuesday 12th November 
7:00pm Autumn Lecture, Firing Line Museum, 

Cardiff Castle 
Thursday 14th November 
2:30pm GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club, 
 
Thursday 28th November 
5:30pm Court Meeting, Cardiff University 
 
Friday 29th November 
London Group Dinner, East India Club, London  

 
 

 
December 2019 
 
Saturday 1st December  
Advent Carols at St Asaph Cathedral preceded by Lunch 
Tuesday 10th December 
6:30pm Carol Service at St John the Baptist 

Church, Cardiff 
7:30pm Dinner at the Cardiff & County Club 
 

 

Prior to the Awards Evening, a cheque for 
£440.00 was presented to the Master by Court 
Assistant Agnes Xavier-Phillips on behalf of Lee 
Wakeman corporate Client of Nigel Phillips. 
 
 

 

 

THE MASTER ELECT PETER COLEMAN’S 
CALENDAR FOR 2019-2020 

Master Geoff Hughes with the Reverend Canon Sarah 
Jones, Jane Croad and Tony Ensom 
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January 2020 
 
Thursday 9th January 
2:30pm GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club 
 
Wednesday 15th January 
10:00am Royal Mint Tour and Lunch, Llantrisant 
 
Thursday 23rd January 
5:30pm Court Meeting, Glamorgan Building, 

Committee Room 1 
 

February 2020 
 
Wednesday 5th February  
7:00pm Spring Lecture, Whitchurch Golf Club 
 
Thursday 27th February 
Tour of Viridar Waste followed by lunch at Cardiff Bay 
 

March 2020 
 
Thursday12th March 
2:30pm GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club 
 
Thursday 26th March 
5:30pm Court Meeting and Admissions Court, 

followed by Welcome Dinner, Cardiff & 
County Club 

 

April 2020 
 
Thursday 2nd April 
1:00pm Talk, Tour & Tea, Tredegar House, 

Newport 
 
 

May 2020 
 
Thursday 14th May  
2:30pm GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club 
 
Friday 15th to Sunday 17th May 
Away Weekend, Stratford-Upon-Avon 
 
Sunday 24th May  
10:00am Sunday Celebration, St John the Baptist 

Church, Cardiff 
Thursday 28th May 
5:30pm Court Meeting & Admissions Court 

followed by Welcome Dinner, Cardiff & 
County Club 

 

 
 

June 2020 
 
Tuesday 2nd June 
7:00pm Riverdance, St David’s Hall, Cardiff 
 
Sunday 7th June 
12:30pm Court Luncheon, Tapestry Room, 

DeCourceys 
 
Friday 26th June 
Treasure Hunt: On foot and luncheon, Cowbridge 
 

 
July 2020 
 
Sunday 5th July  
2:30pm Garden Party, Lesser Hall, Dinas Powys 
 
Thursday 9th July 
2:30pm GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club 
 
Thursday 23rd July 
5:30pm Election Court Meeting, Glamorgan 

Building, Committee Room 1 
 

 
August 2020 
Brains Brewery Tour, Cardiff Bay 
 

September 2020 
 
Monday 10th September 
2:30pm  GPC Meeting, Cardiff & County Club 
 
September – Date to be confirmed 
Yeovil RNAS, Overnight 
 
Thursday in late September 
Awards Ceremony and Dinner at Howell’s School, 
Llandaff, Cardiff 
 
Thursday 24th September 
5:30pm  Court Meeting and Admissions Court 
followed by Welcome Dinner, Cardiff & County Club 
 

October 2020 
 
Thursday 1st October 
 
5:30pm  Common Hall, Cardiff & Vale College 
 
Saturday 17th October 
5:00pm Installation Court, Service and Banquet, 

City Hall, Cardiff 

Page 8 

The next edition of the Welsh Livery Bulletin will be a 
‘special’ issue to cover the Installation Ceremony and 
Banquet taking place on Saturday 12th October 2019. 
The Master Elect Peter Coleman will provide a full 
account of events taking place during his year.  
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