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A high point of the Gardeners’ year is the annual Banquet at
Mansion House. Our gathering this year was exceptionally well
attended with a blend of guests and members of other Livery
Companies as well as our own. It is not often that the Master of a
livery company is not only married to a fellow Master but also to a
former Lord Mayor. Dame Fiona is Master of the Wax Chandlers
and brought her Company to the Banquet, as well as members of
her Mayoral Past Masters Association. Thus the gathering this
year was somewhat more ‘star studded’ then usual with a number
of guests representing different aspects of Civic City Life. A
special mention must be made of the four youngest participants
this year - grandchildren of the Master, namely Lexi and Maggie
Gorton and Ada and Hester Woolf. Hester would celebrate her 9th
birthday two days after the Banquet and appreciated nearly 300
guests wishing her a Happy Birthday !



The Mansion House always provides a spectacular backdrop with
its gold and white décor, stained glass windows and gleaming
silverware. Add to this the wonderful arrangements created by our
floral artists led by Stephen Crisp and Ron Froud and you have the
perfect setting to amaze. One of my companions at dinner was a
young man from Mauritius and he kept looking around wondering
at the opulence of his surroundings.

The Company of Pikemen and Musketeers provided a ceremonial
bodyguard prior to the Banquet and then at the entry of the top
table party.The party included the Lord Mayor, Alderman
Professor Michael Mainelli and the Lady Mayoress, together with
the two Sheriffs and nine Masters drawn from other Livery
companies, together with the Master elect of the Livery Company
of Wales and the Deacon of the Inc. of Gardeners of Glasgow. On
this special occasion, the guest speaker was former Prime Minister
The Rt Hon Theresa May.

Following a delicious dinner served with efficiency, the passing
round of the Loving Cup broke with tradition whereby the drinker
had to extract a mint from the cup rather than sampling the usual
liquid content. Covid still influences the way we live! The toasts
and speeches that followed contained a number of horticultural
puns as well as mention of the need to support Green initiatives
such as Pollinating London Together, the training of a new
generation of horticultural workers and the removal of plastics
from the environment where possible.

The Master Gardener and the Master Wax Chandler had arranged
that each guest should receive a special gift in the form of ‘silver’
spade with roses entwined and bees.  An engraving on the back
of the spade records their year as Masters. This was a lovely
gesture and much appreciated.



All in all, this was truly an evening to remember for the
Worshipful Company of Gardeners and all their guests.

Sally Macfadyen
Liveryman







Photos not part of The Spade article but inserted by SW Agnes
Xavier- Phillips JP DL Master Elect of the Worshipful Livery
Company of Wales who attended the event.



