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Issue No 33 AP

MASTER’S LETTER

Dear Liverymen

As the days get shorter and the nights get
longer, we know winter is upon us. The word
winter comes from an old Germanic word that
means “time of water” and refers to the rain
and snow in winter. The definition couldn’t be
more apt given Storm Darragh and the
excessive rain we have had in Wales! Winter
also signifies the end of a year and this Winter
edition of the WLB is the last issue of our
Livery news for 2024.

What a year it has been, many challenges
have come my way - but they have been
overshadowed by the very many successful
Livery events which have promoted collegially
and camaraderie amongst our Liverymen. As
your Master, | have attended many events
representing our unique non trade/craft/
profession specific Livery Company, although
at times | had to explain that it was Wales the
nation and not Whales the marine mammals!

The Mid Wales Bench where | sit as a
Magistrate held their Christmas Party at the
end of November and | was delighted that our
Livery was well represented as SW Henry
Gilbert, Liverymen Tony Ward, David Perkins
and Hon. Liverymen Hywel Thomas all joined
my table and the funds raised on the night
went to support the Charity - Victims of
Domestic Abuse.

Our last Livery event took place just over two
weeks ago when we had our annual Service
of Lessons, Carols and Readings and
delighted to return to St. John the Baptist
church and our Chaplain the Reverend Canon
Sarah Jones took the Service. It was followed
by Dinner at the Cardiff & County Club with a
great turn out of sixty Liverymen and guests; a
splendid ending to the Livery calendar 2024;
full details appear later in this bulletin.

| was also delighted to attend the Annual
Service for the Staff and Friends of the Central
Criminal Court in the Grand Hall of the Old
Bailey. The highlight of the evening was the
incredible performance of the Old Bailey Choir
which combined with the grand hall's
magnificent acoustics and subtle lighting
created a truly magical atmosphere. | was
surprised to learn that the Choir is made up
mainly of the Old Bailey staff and are not
professional singers.

Our CAthe V. Rev. Fr. Sebastian M Jones has
invited me to do a reading at the Cardiff
Oratory’s Christmas Carols Service on 20
December and | am looking forward to
representing the Livery.

| am also delighted to update that my
campaign to increase membership is on the
right track. We clothed and admitted two new
Liverymen two weeks ago, a Lord and a
Professor -not a hereditary Lord but the Lord
of Treffos. We have two more new Liverymen
to be admitted and clothed in January 2025.

| have been working with The Chair of the
Awards Committee SW Henry Gilbert
preparing for the next big Livery event - the
Awards Celebration Dinner on 12 February
2025. Please refer to the Save the Date
section in this bulletin and update your diaries
so you don’t miss any of the upcoming events.
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As 2024 draws to a close, | wish to thank all of Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2025 and a
you for your continued support which is truly restful break over the festive period.

much appreciated, and it has helped make all

the Livery events sell out successes which has

helped to promote education, charity and AQIA,CS
fellowship - the ethos of Livery Companies.
Master 2024-2025

Finally, it just remains for me to extend
Season’s Greetings to you and your loved
ones and wish you a joyous Christmas and a

NORTH WALES COMMITTEE REPORT

AFTERNOON TEA AND A SPECIAL CATHEDRAL SERVICE - THE ADVENT
PROCESSION

On Sunday 1% December twelve of us met for afternoon tea at the Oriel Hotel, St Asaph before going
on to the Cathedral for the very special Advent Procession. The tea was a lovely chance for
members and their partners to catch up. In the Cathedral we were joined by new Liveryman,
Professor Paul Mealor, composer to the King and the now Prince and Princess of Wales.

The Advent Procession is a service
combining choral anthems,
readings and hymns for everyone.
The Choir started in the South
Transept where they sang the
stunning Rorate Caeli (words from
Isaiah, music by Richard Lloyd).
They then processed to the West
End, the North Aisle and finally to
their stalls under the tower.
Readings and wonderful anthems
from every century from the 15" to
the 215 punctuated this procession.

Left to right -- John Solbé Peter and Brenda Bignold, Neil Bryson, Hilary Andrews, Jean Bryson, Eurwen Hulmston,
Rosie Solbé, Andrew Richards and Noel Hulmston. (Tim and Maureen Mainland and Paul Mealor not shown)

John Solbé (Hon Sec, North Wales Committee) read the third of five readings and Andrew Richards,
Chair of the NWC read the fourth, at the invitation of the Canon Precentor, Rex Mathias. The Dean,
the Very Reverand Nigel Williams, a Welsh speaker from birth, read the Gospel from Luke and led
the prayers.

It was good to continue the tradition, begun in 2010, of the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales
being present and taking part in this preparation for Christmas.

John Solbé Secretary North Wales Committee

More information
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/061224-advent-in-north-wales-2024.pdf
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LONDON COMMITTEE REPORT

LUNCH AT CASA MALEVO, 21 NOVEMBER 2024

S S S T 12 members and guests were joined
MALEVO Y by the Master at Casa Malevo, near
; s g g ¥ Paddington in London. Those of us
who arrived early watched as the
Christmas decorations were put up
outside all of the businesses in
“Connaught Village” where the
restaurant is situated.

We shared a wonderful range of Empanadas (like mini
Cornish pasties but with a range of fillings) for starters and a
Provolone — a soft cheese, not unlike Camembert but with a
richer taste. Everyone chose their own main meals ranging
from steak and burgers, to fish and a cauliflower steak. The
range of vegetables enhanced the main course as did the
wine, beers, coke and water. Not everyone had pudding or
ice cream but some finished with coffee.

Of course, the real
enjoyment was the
fellowship with
liverymen from London,
and from other companies
and our guests.

This is not Steve giving
the Master the bill (Kim
took control of that) but
him sharing raffle tickets
which he was selling (Fr
Sebastian take note!).

ey ¢
R Er——r——ss

We are looking forward to the next London event which we are
working on with the Master.

CA Stephen Richard and CA Kim Insley
Joint Chairs, London Committee
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ADMISSION AND CLOTHING OF NEW LIVERYMAN ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
CHURCH 39 DECEMBER 2024

At an Admission Ceremony on Tuesday 3 December 2024 Wednesday held at St. John the Baptist
Church, Cardiff, two new Liverymen were formally clothed, admitted and welcomed to the WLCoW.

Chengfeng Li
Professor of Civil Engineering
Liveryman No:554

Stephen Ley

Lord of Treffos

Wales Air Ambulance Charity
Liveryman No: 551

In keeping with the Master's aim to increase membership and for members to introduce new
members, Stephen Ley and Chengfeng Li were introduced and proposed by the Master. Increasing
membership enables the future sustainability of our unique Company! Following the Admission
Ceremony, the Lessons and Carols Service followed. The Livery Chaplain the Reverend Sarah
Jones led the Service accompanied by the organist Philip Thomas and three choristers from the
Oratory Cardiff.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH TUESDAY 3 DECEMBER 2024

On Tuesday 3 December, The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales, gathered at St. John the
Baptist Church, Cardiff for our annual Lessons and Carols Service.

A FESTIVAL OF
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Our Chaplain Reverend Canon Sarah Jones performed the Service and we had musical
accompaniment from the Church's Organist and The Choral Clerks of the Cardiff Oratory who helped
bolster the congregational singing.

The Master Agnes Xavier- Phillips, SW Henry Gilbert,
JW Jane Croad, Liveryman Colin Morris, CA Father
Sebastian Jones read the Lessons. IPM Major John
Charles DL read the final reading in Welsh.

Around sixty Liverymen and distinguished guests
attended a sumptuous three course festive meal at the
Cardiff and County Club following the Service. For many
this marked the start to the festive season.

More information
Lessons and Carols
St. John the Baptist Church

AWARDS COMMITTEE

THE BRYAN MARSH GOLD DEVELOPMENT AWARD WINNER 2024

Ellen is a very well qualified Medical doctor
(MRCP). She is specialising in the research of
palliative care of Liver Cirrhosis, both clinically
and at Cardiff University. Cirrhosis is major public
health problem making a significant contribution
to bringing the NHS into crisis. It is increasing and
is the third leading cause of premature death in
the UK. Through conference presentations she
has made contact with, and been invited to study
(short term)with, with Prof N Ufere, a world expert
in this field at Harvard University Ellen will bring
the learning from Harvard to the Marie Curie
Research Centre in Cardiff University. She will
studv at Havard Business School to learn the

strategies needed to develop and implement innovative new health services. The knowledge gained
will inform a proposed Doctoral (PhD) Research Fellowship (NIHR application) and engagement with
Government to put research into policy and practice Ellen’s future aspirational is to lead a research
group at Cardiff University. This award will allow a life-changing collaboration with Harvard and will
provide an evidence basis for changes to ensure care is patient centred, sustainable and resourced
effectively - using world class knowledge.
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ST FAGANS VOCATIONAL AWARD 2024

St Fagans Vocational Award was presented to
Steven Roberts an Apprentice Level 2 Horticulture
by PM Graeme Morgan with Margaret Davies
(member of the Awards Committee) and Juliet
Hodgkiss Senior Garden Conservator, St Fagans
National Museum of History.

2024 WLCoW INNOVATION TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP (CARDIFE METROPOLITAN
UNIVERSITY) LAURA MORGAN

Laura was strongly recommended as a worthy recipient for this award
by Professor Brian Morgan. Laura was awarded a distinction in the
Cardiff Met Postgraduate certificate in sustainable leadership, 2024
Laura is the leader of a (virtual) global team for Evershed

More information
WLCoW Innovation Travel Scholarship 2024 Winner

RESEARCH SUPPORTING DISABLED PEOPLE IN WALES BOOSTED BY LIVERY
COMPANY AWARD

Natalie Jarvis is a third-year PhD student in the School of
Management at Swansea University. Her research explores the
experiences of disabled volunteers in Wales, with the aim of making
their voices heard and building a more inclusive society. Natalie’'s
award from The Company followed a competition open to Swansea
University researchers who are in the early stages of their career.

More information
2024 Travel Scholarship Award Winner

Sophie Colson is a student at Cardiff University School Of Journalism and
her article was on the North American Festival of Wales which celebrated
its 95th anniversary in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. this August. Her article will
look at the way the Welsh have influenced the area and how Americans
perceive this history, as well as touching upon Wales’ involvement in
colonising Pennsylvania. It will look at how Americans with Welsh ancestry
embrace their heritage, and how Welsh culture has changed in
contemporary Pennsylvania as it's been shaped over time by American
history.

More information - Journalism Travel Award Winner 2024
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https://www.swansea.ac.uk/som/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/som/
https://www.liverycompanywales.cymru/
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/021224-swansea-university-natalie-jarvis.pdf
https://liverycompanywales.cymru/downloads/090824-preliminary-report-philly-travel-award-winner.pdf
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WLCOW ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER 2021

Prince William was speaking during a meeting
with women who have experienced homelessness,
in Newport Mon. He was joined by Sabrina Cohen-
Hatton, our 2021 Achievement Award Winner who
is chief fire officer at West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Service and was previously homeless in Newport.

More information

Sabrina Cohen-Hatton

Prince William - Homewards Project

PM Kathy Seddon’s Past Master’s
Association travelled to Nice. A
wonderful weekend was enjoyed by
all starting with Champagne in the
Secretary’'s Bel Epoque Villa
overlooking Nice. Learning how to
r blow glass. Enjoying Lunch in the
St e 0 o et ‘ . Rothschilds Villa. Visiting the Matisse
— £ Chapel and the Giacometti Gallery.
Concluding with a Michelin Star feast
in excellent Company. This week we
met up to share happy memories and
celebrate the Festive season at the
Information Technologist Hall

Visiting the Matisse Chapel

The Master, Immediate PM and twenty seven
Liverymen attended the annual Common Hall
in person held at the Cardiff and County Club
with 7 Liverymen dialling in. CA Fr. Sebastian
Jones lead the prayers before the Meeting
officially started. Former Clerk and current
Secretary of the Charitable Trust Charles
Slatter very kindly assisted the Master in the
absence of the Clerk who had retired and
pending approval of the new Clerk..

r The Chair of CNG put forward nominations
received for Stephen Richards to be the next
Senior Court Assistant and Caryn Cox and
Emlyn Huish as Court Assisstants for 2025-
2026. which Court approved.

|
- [ b
A

hal | o LN drinks followed by a delicious three course
a— dinner.

Liverymen enjoyed pre and post meeting

The new Treasurer Colin Morris and Clerk Elect David Sneddon were pleased to meet PMs and
Liverymen. It was good to see CA Kim Insley who had travelled all the way from London to attend
the meeting in person.
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WLCoW SCHOOL AWARDS 2024

St David’s College Cardiff
Joan Chike-Nweze

Coleg y Cymoedd - Seth Olner,

Grace Bennett and Amber
Mitchell (not shown in
photograph)

Ysgol Uwchradd
Aberteifi - Ellicia Baxter

A
BISHOP VAUGHAN

One of the Top
Ten performing
schools in Walg

ol
THE SUNDAY I‘,.
as recognised ? .
The Sunday Timg
Bishop Vaughan School
Swansea - Clexanne Dychitan

A
embroke
Charlotte Kinsella

Chepstow School Sophie Hawker (no photograph) was
chosen to receive this year's Award. Sophie received an
unconditional place at Gloucester University to join the
childhood and youth studies four year honours course - which
is ranked in the top 10 in the UK. She has worked incredibly
hard to gain top grades in Psychology, Criminology and the
Welsh Bacc. Outside school Sophie has worked part time in a
care home gaining an insight into the issue faced there which
will help her future studies. She is also a carer herself.

Ysgol y Deri Penarth - Erin
E O P "o ‘

Coleg Gwen - Chloe
Simmonds

Coleg Merthyr - Jess Bird

More information
Schools Awards 2024
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2024 CBC AND CBIJOINT ANNUAL DINNER THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2024 SOPHIA

HALL, SOUTH GLAMORGAN CRICKET GROUND

THE MID WALES BENCH CHRISTMAS

Senior Court Assistant Roger Harper MBE and
Liveryman Angharad Lloyd Beynon attended the
CBl Wales annual dinner at Sophia Hall on
Thursday 28 November. This was a joint venture
with Cardiff Business Club of which Roger,
Angharad and other Welsh Liverymen including the

Master and Past Masters are all members.

More information

Sophia Hall, Cardiff

PARTY NOVEMBER 29 2024 THE VILLAGE

HOTEL CARDIFF

The Mid Wales Bench held their Annual Christmas
Party on 29" November. It was in aid of The High
Sheriff of Powys’ designated Charity, Domestic
Abuse Victims Appeal. Our Master Agnes Xavier-
Phillips JP DL also a Magistrate supported the event
with fellow Liverymen and friends. It was a well
attended night of Magistrates, High Sheriffs, Deputy
Lieutenants, family and guests and Liverymen from
The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales. Great to
see another one of our Liveryman Janey Howell,
High Sheriff of South Glamorgan supporting the
event. Thank you to SW Henry Gilbert, Liverymen
Anthony Ward, Dave Perkins, Hon. Liverymen
Professor Hywel Thomas and Gus MacDonald for
joining the Master’s table in

support of this event. A great enjoyable night of fun and jollity organised as always by former Chairs
of the Mid Wales Bench Kim Davies JP and Jeff Edwards MBE OStJ DL FRSA. JP DL.

More information

The Mid Wales Bench Christmas Party
The Village Hotel, Cardiff
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CITY OF LONDON CORPORATION

cITY
LONDON

THE SILENT CEREMONY — FRIDAY 8™ NOVEMBER 2024

Our Master Agnes Xavier-Phillips was honoured and
privileged to be invited by the outgoing Lady Mayoress
Elizabeth Mainelli to attend the Silent Ceremony
(carried out in near-total silence) at the majestic Great
Hall of the Guildhall, where Alderman Alastair King
was Installed as the 696th Lord Mayor of the City of
London Corporation. The new Civic Team then retired
to Guildhall Yard for some "family photographs . An
amazing day witnessing this tradition.

More information
The Silent Ceremony and the Lord Mayor's Show 2024

THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 2024 SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2024

==
THE WORSHIPFUL
LIVERY COMPANY OF WALES

The following day Saturday 9 November, another appearance of
The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales, this time at the Lord
Mayor’'s Show 2024 in the City of London to celebrate the start
of Lord Mayor Alastair King's year in office. Our Master Agnes
Xavier-Phillips, SW Henry Gilbert and CA Kim Insley had fun
processing with the Modern Livery Companies’ float. The
procession was a brilliant celebration of City Life — great meeting
other participating Livery Companies.

More information
The Silent Ceremony and the Lord Mayor's Show 2024

LORD MAYOR ALASTAIR KING’S ADDRESS TO LIVERY COMPANIES MANSION

HOUSE WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2024

An interesting and informative address from the 696th Lord
Mayor (2024-2025) Alderman Alastair King to the Livery
Companies at the Mansion House last Wednesday which was
attended by our Master Agnes Xavier-Phillips. The new Lord
Mayor explained his mayoral aims during his year in office
visiting “ high growth markets” abroad, promoting British trade
, and encouraging UK firms to look for new places around the
world to do business. A drinks reception followed after the
formal address which allowed everyone to socialise and
network. great to catch up with the London Livery Masters in
attendance.

More information
Lord Mayor of the City of London Alderman Alastair King
Address to the Livery Companies
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE IN THE GRAND HALL AT THE OLD BAILEY

Grand Hall - Old Balley
NOZN 1P ﬂk (% Our Master Agnes Xavier-Phillips was delighted to
A join the annual Christmas Service with Lessons,
1(‘“‘ oy /A Readings and Carols in the Grand Hall at the Old
e Bailey in the presence of the Lord Mayor and
Sheriffs

More information
Annual Service with Lessons, Readings and Carols
Grand Hall, Old Bailey

ASSOCIATION WITH LONDON LIVERY COMPANIES

THE COMPANY OF FURNITURE MAKERS’ ROYAL CHARTER DINNER FURNITURE
MAKERS HALL

The Company of Furniture Makers’ celebrated their Tenth
Anniversary of the granting of their Royal Charter at a
Dinner in their own elegant Furniture Makers’ Hall. The
Master Agnes Xavier-Phillips and her Consort Mr Nigel
Phillips a Liveryman Furniture Maker, were delighted to
attend this special occasion.

THE COMPANY OF PAVIORS’ AUTUMN DINNER FISHMONGERS’ HALL THURSDAY
215' NOVEMBER 2024

The Worshipful Company of Paviors held their Autumn
Dinner in The Fishmongers’ Hall, London on Thursday 21
November. The dinner was served in the majestic
Banqueting Hall which boasts not one but three world famous
18th century pictures of the Royal Family.

The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales was represented
at the dinner by our Master Agnes Xavier- Phillips JP DL
who was a guest of PM Pavior Dyfrig James.

More information

The Worshipful Company of Paviors Autumn Dinner
Fishmongers’ Hall
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SAVE THE DATE the “Donate” button bar. Alternatively, you
Court Luncheon at the Ivy, Cardiff can contact the Treasurer at
treasurer@liverycompanywales.cymru

WELSH LIVERY BULLETIN

If you have any articles you wish to be

included in future editions of the WLB, please

contact The Master Agnes Xavier-Phillips JP

DL and Angela Parry MBE (Assistant Clerk),
— e who compile the WLB based on

Ay contributions/articles received.

Sunday 12" January 2025 Every issue of the WLB is available in
Welsh and you can access previous copies by

Awards Celebration Dinner at The Cardiff clicking link below

Hilton

Worshipful Livery Company of Wales ﬁ
liverycompanywales.cymru

THE EDITORIAL TEAM

Wednesday 12" February 2025

Installation Banquet at Margam Park Abbey
and Orangery Wish

All Liverymen and their families

A Merry Christmas and a Peaceful and Healthy
New Year

Saturday 5" April 2025

NEW LIVERY LAPEL BADGE

Mow available to purchase at a
cost of £10.00 plus postage.

Please contact the Clerk, David
Sneddon

dlerk@livery.cymry

DONATE JUST GIVING
The WLCoW is pleased to receive donations
through JUST GIVING on the website — Click ©WLCoW
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